CHAPTER II
THE SOURCES

I

LATE JUDAISM

ANY attempt to consider this problem statically would be
doomed to failure, because the precise dating of social
conditions, and especially of religious conditions, is scarcely
ever possible; and in any case we can only arrive at the true
character of the facts in question, their meaning and scope,
by an inquiry into their origins. The obvious difficulty of
this method should not prevent us from making the attempt.
Life is manifested in movement; hence it is movement, trans-
formation, in a word evolution, that we must try to capture in
this survey of the Palestinian world, and we should have little
hope of understanding the problem on the basis of a rigid
chronology.

The Germans have a convenient term for the Judaism of the
period which we are about to study. They call it das Spat-
judentum. This may be rendered in English by the term Late
Judaism, by analogy with the Early and Late Roman Empire.
Late Judaism refers to the 250 years of existence of the Jewish
State " as opposed to the ancient history of the people of Israel" 1
And the Jewish world does indeed undergo such a profound
transformation during this time that it is no longer comparable
with its former state before the Babylonian Captivity.

Let us first of all take stock of the various available sources
for the history of Late Judaism and see how much help we may
expect from them.2

It is an artificial distinction which separates sources dealing
with religious history from those concerned with politics, for

1  CCLXVI, i, 27.

2 For bibliography see LXXV, i (4th edit.), 10-31  (archseology,
chronology,  numismatics  and  epigraphy);   iii  (3rd  edit.),   135-562
(literature);   also XLVII, i, 1-179, and CCLIII, 47-52.   C/, Gunkel,
Israelitische Literatur in Die Kultur der Gegenwart, vii, Leipzig. 1906,
51-102, and CCLIU, 6-47.
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